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Problems on the Coombe Estate 
MCRA Co-Chairs address ongoing concerns 

 

Dear Member, 

 

We do hope you will have had a chance to read our recent newsletter so that you are up to date with 

what we the MCRA committee are trying to do for you. It is also available on our new website: 

www.mcraltd.com  

 

People at the top end of Warren Rd have been particularly disadvantaged by the use of the road 

during lockdown. There are certain things we can do nothing about. For instance, Warren Road and 

George Rd are public footpaths and therefore the public are permitted to walk along them with or 

without dogs, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 

Strictly speaking, bicycles are classed as vehicles and are not permitted on the roads unless the rider 

belongs on the estate and fast electric scooters are illegal.  There is, however, very little we can do 

to stop this activity. Unfortunately, with the rain and increased activity, the footpaths along all the 

scheduled roads have become worn in places and drains have been too slow to drain excess water. 

All these things we are in the process of addressing with Royal Borough of Kingston Council (RBK). 

 

We have had a spate of burglaries and attempted break ins and sightings of people on private CCTVs 

in the small hours of the morning. Please give all details to the police asap as we have expensive 

cameras at each of the main entrances to the estate. Recordings of the recent incidents are currently 

being viewed by the investigating officers. Please also inform the MCRA secretary, Amy Castle, so 

that she can send emails to all on the estate who have given us their addresses 

(office.mcra@gmail.com). Please do not send personal CCTV recordings to us: these should be just 

given to the police. 

 

There has been much debate about the use of yellow and white lines on the estate. At a recent Zoom 

meeting with members of the MCRA committee, our councillor Rowena Bass and representatives 

of RBK, it was decided that double yellow lines should be painted at the top end of Warren Road 

and white lines across driveways at the Coombe Lane West end of the road as well as in George Rd 

where necessary.  

 

The parking situation has got much worse and the lack of Gatekeepers (on furlough) does not help 

at all. However, we are looking to ask the Gatekeepers to restart their work if, as expected, schools 

re-open on March 8th and we will be asking them to increase their presence at the North end of 

Warren Rd. 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, there is no magic wand solution for the following reasons: 

 

• RBK is incredibly slow in implementation 

• We need to have an onsite assessment by RBK Traffic team, which Judy Kane will attend, 

but we still await this and it is possible they may not agree to our requests 

• Yellow lines are a Traffic Management issue (TMO) and must be published and undergo a 

consultation process which takes time and others may object (as has happened in the past) 

• Yellow lines only work if there is regular enforcement which has been lacking in George 

Road. We have again asked RBK to make regular enforcement patrols. 

 

Once lockdown restrictions lift, we think things will get easier but in the meantime we are doing 

everything we can with our limited resources and power. 

 

The £40 annual contributions we rely on from each household are fast being consumed by dealing 

with legitimate demands and requests from residents all over the estate, liaising with Police, with 

RBK and our councillors. Sadly, there are still many households, who for reasons we cannot fathom, 

have not contributed.  As a consequence, we may have to curtail some of our secretary’s work as 

she is entirely funded by your modest contribution.  We hope you have now received information 

on how to pay your contribution. If not, this is how to do it: 

 

• Please send a cheque made payable to MCRA LTD and post to: Secretary, 30 Matlock 

Way, New Malden KT3 3AY.  

• To pay by BACS or set up a Standing Order: Please use Barclays sort code: 20-46-73, 

account no. 80617032 and a/c name: Malden & Coombe Residents' Association 

Ltd.   

 

Please email confirmation of BACS transfer together with your name and property number/name 

to office.mcra@gmail.com 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Dr. Judy Kane & Rupert Cox 

Co-Chairs, MCRA 

 

Want to get involved? Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us: office.mcra@gmail.com, 

via the chat function on www.mcraltd.com or via Twitter @McraOffice 
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